GCSE Support and Guidance:
Revision and Examinations

6th October 2021
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GCSE

 REAL Exams — all at the end!
 Non-Examined Assessment

What can WE do to help ensure success?
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NEW GCSE GRADING STRUCTURE
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CURRENT GCSE GRADING STRUCTURE
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Ofqual Guidance

Broadly the same proportion of students will achieve a grade
4 and above as currently achieve a grade C and above —
referred to as a ‘Standard Pass’

Broadly the same proportion of students will achieve a grade
7 and above as currently achieve an A and above

For each examination, approximately the top 20 per cent of
those who get grade 7 or above will get a grade 9 — the very
highest performers

The bottom of grade 1 will be aligned with the bottom of grade
G

Grade 5 will be positioned in the top third of the marks for a
current Grade C and bottom third of the marks for a current
Grade B — referred to as a ‘Strong Pass’
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Criteria for Success

High aspirations

Setting challenging but achievable targets

Good habits & routines
Work ethic

INDEPENDENT LEARNING
Emphasis on quality

Active revision
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Effort Grades

Effort comments are as follows:

1. Exceptional levels of effort.
2. Good levels of effort.

3. Can work well, but sometimes not to his full

potential.

4. Inconsistent levels of effort - often lacks

enthusiasm and commitment.
5. Makes little or no effort
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STUDENT A
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Subject Ind:i:la(zive Ef\f(jrtzl Ind:i:la(zive Ef\f(olr(th Ind?z:lzﬁive Ef\f(jr(t)s ET(gcr)n \Sl\(izg
Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Target
English 8 2 8/9 2 8/9 2 8 8/9
Geography 8 1 8 1 6 2 7 8
Resistant Mats 6 2 7 2 8 1 8 8
Mathematics 7 2 7 2 7 2 9 8
French 6 2 6 2 6 1 7 8
German 6 2 6 3 7 2 7 7
Philosophy 7 2 6 2 8 1 8 8
Biology 8 2 8 2 8 1 8 8/9
Chemistry 8 1 8 1 8 1 9 8/9
Physics 8 1 8 1 8 1 8 8/9
Attendance 96.7%
C2 Behaviour Events 0 STUDENT A
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STUDENT B
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Y10 Y10 Y10 Y11 End

sublect - |idiatie | g 9SS 2| "OSHE| Eror | Eam | ool
English 6 2 6 2 6 2 5 6
Geography 6 2 5 2 4 3 4 6
Resistant Mats 6 2 5 2 4 3 3 6
Mathematics 5 2 5 2 4 3 3 7
French 4 2 4 2 4 2 3 7
Business 7 2 5 2 3 3 3 6
Philosophy 6 2 4 2 3 4 3 6
Biology 8 1 7 2 7 2 5 7
Chemistry 8 1 8 2 7 2 6 7
Physics 6 2 6 2 6 2 5 7

Attendance 85.7%

C2 Behaviour Events 6 STU DENT B
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If your son Is under-achieving:

* |deally, he should know what he needs to do
to Improve

* |s independent learning or class work
Incomplete or to a poor standard?

* |s quality of factual support in answers too
brief?

* |s lack of organisation a factor?
* Time wasting In class?
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Intervention

Subject underachievement is dealt with by the Heads of
Subject (in a range of ways)

BUT if your son is under-achieving in a number of subject
areas, there are a range of options open to us:

Report
Meeting with parents

If your son is underachieving across the board, he may enter
a MENTOR PROGRAMME

The mentor may be the Form Tutor, a Student Support
Assistant, Head of Year or member of the Senior Team
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Supporting Together
— Key Dates

* Progress Grades reported three times a year:
»Qctober 151, 2021
»January 21st, 2022
»July 15t 2022

* Year 10 Exams - w/c 29 and 9" May 2022

« Year 10 Parents Evening — Wednesday 9t
March 2022, 4.00pm
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We are trying to avoid this....
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3. Find x.

3cm
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http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_cHAcMW--GEE/SY2wI6fRa0I/AAAAAAAABDY/6tTaA65vPlQ/s1600-h/funny_exam_answers02.jpg

How do you identify athlete’s foot?

lt's on Ya end of

athletre s '\O_b .
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Where was the American Declaration of Independence
signed?

At He bfon.
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Explain the phrase ‘free press’.

Wihen Your mum vons

trousers For You .
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Name six animals which live specifically in the Arctic,

Two polar bhearsd

M%oor‘ Geald
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Name a pair of vertical angles:
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Why should you revise and
review?
* Your brain forgets details of work that was

done months ago, but....

* You need these detalls to tackle the
requirements of the exam, so....

* You need to ‘top up’, using the correct revision
technigue and strategies.
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Where to revise?

* A quiet room away from distractions.....
— Sometimes it is better to be AWAY from the bedroom

« Warm and well lit.

* Close to organised revision notes books and
folders — everything together. Fess g i
— ‘Revision box’ |

* Near a clock for timing.
— Phone- somewhere else

YILTAN D "
v §
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When should you revise and
review?

» Early evening whilst your brain is not too tired.
— 30 minute slots then 10 minute break

* During study leave/ weekends/ holidays —
when do you work best?

— Divide the day into three parts and use two of
these per day (timetabling)
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How should you revise and

review?

* Try to increase learning efficiency..... but how

IS It done?
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Structure your time

* Topic lists for each subject area — break it
down into smaller parts.

* Revision plans— breaking the time down into
blocks.

* What work/break ratio works best for you?
— 20 mins work, 5 mins break

— 30 mins work, 10 mins break
— 1 hour work, 15 mins break
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Creating a ‘Perfect Plan’

Plan early
ldentify strengths and weaknesses

Subjects In a strategic order
— Focus on weaknesses/what
you don’t know.

Different amounts of time
Scale it up
Flexibility




Revision Timetable
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Algebra PJ

_ F Differential Lr:J

‘@ ’

¢~ Review ( Metric @

W Ener 1sunday Monday

gy Complex @
M Model Y 3
Saturday Calculus L\J

ﬁi Infinite Graphs L\J
(I Applied-Maths ] { Multivariate &

N Systems ™ Timetable —-—[Tuesday :

! ysS Geometry @

B Topology  / ' Relativity B
P Quantum Waves @
- Statistics \ Integration @

Wednesda
M Topology IThursday d Probability
M Logic J Fluids [

Traffic light system:

- Red: weak area/challenging topic/lots to revise
- Green: strength/easy’ topic/less to revise

- Amber: somewhere in between!
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Spaced Practise

NO cramming!

Review information from each lesson.
2-3 days between a particular topic.
What if | forget? Don'’t worry!

Review after.....

24 hours Repetition Is

key!

A week

A month
Six months
Just before your exam/ assessment
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Switch between ideas during a study session.
* Go back over the ideas In different orders.
* This will be tougher than studying the same

topic.

Interleaving - SWITCH
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Retrieval Practise

* Put away your notes — write or sketch
everything you know on a particular topic —
EMPTY your brain.

 How accurate Is it?
» Recall main ideas plus relationships and links.
* Look for new examples.

This will reveal the GAPS In your
knowledge so that you can focus on them!
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Revise actively and reframe ideas

Presenting your ideas in a different way.
It's all about active learning.

It should help your understanding and
your memotry.
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Remembering

Learning Pyramid

Do NOT just
read your A
notes! /@E\ -,
It is not enough! Re‘fd"'_'g 10%
Audiovisual 20%
30%
50%
75%
/ Teach others . 90%

People retain only 20% of what they see and 30% of what
they hear. But they remember 50% of what they see and
hear, and as much as 80% of what they see, hear and do
simultaneously ( Computer Technology Research, 1993).
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* “Elaboration — ASK, EXPLAIN and

CONNECT

* Question yourself and discuss them.

 Make connections with your own experiences

Oor memories.
* Look for examples in daily life.

* Teaching Is one of the best ways to learn.

"each your friends and family!
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How doctors learn....

e See one
* DO one
 Teach one
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Strategies to Improve revision
effectiveness

* Each time you come back to a topic,
condense It into half the space you
used before, by choosing key words
and ideas.

* Dual coding — WORDS and VISUALS
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| Strategies to improve effectiveness

Linear notes into mind
maps

Mind maps into linear
notes

Diagrams into words
Words into diagrams

Notes into a spoken
explanation

2 pages of notes into 1
page
Videos on YouTube

1 page into a postcard
Notes into posters
Mnemonics

Acronyms e.g. LASER

Topics into PowerPoint
presentations

Record notes to create
a Podcast

Post-it notes
Teach it........
Word association......
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Use of online resources
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GetRevising

learn together
@Fﬁ https:ffgetrevising.co.uk/resources fg=&level_id%5E%5 L-ac || %“ 4,343 Geagraphy resources X | | {ﬁ {:f' {é}

File Edit ‘“iew Favorites  Tools  Help

Create GCSE AlLevel & 1B University Study planner Past papers For teachers

4,343 Geography resources

Search within results Q

Fllter

Clear all filters
... Comparing two flood events - Mississippi & Bhramaputra

Level Clear filter @ GCSE, Geography
GCSE Document
Standard Grade b 3 8.0 & 4 ® Teacher recommended

Subject Clear filter &@ ._ Summary of the Montserrat eruption-Case Study
Geography % GCSE, Geography
Presentation

Exam board Clear filter @ ddokk ok & Teacher recommended
s

@ ron Fold Mountains Case Study, Alps

; GCSE, Geography

Topic
Web page

U case Study ¥ kk ok & Teacher recommended

([ Climate change
(J Coastal zones
(J Coasts

D Development

._ Physical Geography Full Notes

% GCSE, Geography

Presentation

*dddk = Teacher recommended

() Economic cha nge

O Ecosystems

d Energy resources

M

a5 Changing Rural Environments Part 2
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Memrise.....

im] B AQA 2016 onwards GCSE Germz X | -+ = X
&« G o] https://app.memrise.com/aprender/learn?course_id=953348%3Frecommendation_id%3Dcf406512-0231-4c46-a49¢c-badbd2b51f0blsource_element=schftsource ... \Lo f\E 9

AQA 2016 onwards GCSE German vocabulary - Comparisons

Pick the correct answer

highest

[ 1] halb a hoher

hochst 4] weh tun

8 X

?

I don't
know

& 10°C Rainto stop A

¢ Carre’s Grammar School




Seneca

im] | I seneca leaming - Bing X BB Seneca - Learn 2x Faster x |+ = X
& G B https://app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/154d6ec0-32ac-11e8-84d9-f7b314e82c3a/section/6ca868a0-32ac-11e8-84d9-f7b314e82c3a/session B {3 {‘E 9

I\ N

() 7~ SENECA

You've joined over 5,000,000 students learning 2x faster.

Business: AQA GCSE

1
What Purpose do Businesses Serve? /4

Businesses supply goods, services or a combination of both.
~ 1 Business in the Real
World

~ 1.1 The Purpose of
Businesses

1.1.1 Purposes of Businesses

1.1.2 Purposes of Businesses 2

1.1.3 The Different Economic
Sectors

1.14 Enterprise

1.15 Enterprise 2

1.1.6 The Role of the

Entrepreneur . =
* Goods are physical products such as a PlayStation console or Coca

1.17 Factors of Production & Cola soft

Opportunity Cost

1.1.8 End of Topic Test -
Purpose of Businesses

1.19 Grade 9 - Purpose of
Businesses

5 a5 12:30
& 10°C Raintostop A T Q) 04/10/2021 N

L Type here to search
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Exam Skills

Practice in conditions as near to the real event as
possible.

* Practise old exam questions I.e. Command words
such as describe, explain, compare

 Work under time pressure.

 Check answers afterwards for accuracy (mark
schemes)

« Learn to work quickly in planning, writing and
checking answers.

« Set up mock exam conditions.
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For further simple but effective and
up to date information........
* The Learning Scientists

e« WWW.learningscientists.org

“3 s le.co.uk/searc|

ientist © ~ @ © ][ G learming seientits - Google... X

MEA - The Learning Scientists ‘ |

File Edit View Favorites Tools Help

Go @ ] LE learning scientists

Al Videos  News Shopping

About 21

The Learning Scientists
WWW. \E‘BTHIHQSEIEHUSIS orgl v

Q

Come hel
More Settings  Tools G homep

NO THANKS YES, SHOW ME

We are cognitive psychological scientists interested in research on education. Our main research
focus is on the science of learning. (Hence, "The Learning ...

Blog
Those of you who read our blog
frequently are not strangers to

Downloadable Materials
Posters - Spaced Practice - Retrieval
Practice - Dual Coding

Videos
Six Strategies for Effective Leaming
Videos for Teachers

More results from leamingscientists.org »

learning scientists on Twitter
hitps:witter.com/search/leaming-+scientists

About Us
About Us. We are cognitive
psychological scientists -

Retrigval Practice
YouTube Video | Blog Post. All blog
posts tagged with

Posters
Click to Download All Posters in
Color .. Click to download ...

Zirtual Stuart Academy Robbyn Wahby
(@Zirtualy (@StuartAcademyKY) (@rgwahby)
Leam the science of demand Deeper Learning in Ms. What will it take for ppl to

from inventor and search
expert, Gerry Campbell
hubs.lyHOEF_c70

pic twitter com/gUabOT7

Kristofik's science classll
pic.twitter.com/hBkKxBM...

recognize that a comty of
scientisis are learning
objective truths about natural
world
amp.cnn.com/cnn/2017/09.

en? Make Google

Elclzlels el

OMONTH

OTERM

7 T1oPicA
/e \
0 TOPICB
\

/’j OToPICC |
OT0PIC B /
o
ToPIC A
—~
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Recap...

* Work away from distractions
* Prepare a revision box

* Plan a timetable- Y10 should be doing Y2 hour
consolidation work (not homework related)
each night.

* Try out different revision technigues- don't just
read!

* Use online resources and exam guestions too.
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